November 17, 2024

Words of Welcome
Psalm 107:1 (ESV)

1 Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever!



November 17, 2024

Scripture Reading
1 Peter 1:13-25 (ESV)

13 Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully on
the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

14 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance,

15 but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct,

16 since it is written, "You shall be holy, for I am holy."

17 And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one's deeds,
conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile,

18 knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not
with perishable things such as silver or gold,

19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.

20 He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last times
for the sake of you

21 who through him are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so
that your faith and hope are in God.

22 Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, love
one another earnestly from a pure heart,

23 since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living
and abiding word of God;

24 for "All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the
flower falls,

25 but the word of the Lord remains forever." And this word is the good news that was preached
to you.
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Thunder Wondrously
Verse 1:
Fairer than every lily
In all the valleys of the Earth
Who can contain Your beauty?
Who can describe all that You’re worth?

Chorus:
Oh God You are salvation
The ruler of the earth and sea
Your voice will shake the nations
And thunder wondrously

Verse 2:
Lord, you will roar from Zion
Glorious justice in Your voice
What man can stand before You?
Before You, in wonder, we rejoice!

Bridge:
Mysterious,
Marvelous, wondrous God!
My Shepherd you
Comfort me with Your staff and rod
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Come Thou Almighty King

Verse 1:

Come, Thou Almighty King,

Help us Thy name to sing,

Help us to praise.

Father, all glorious,

O’er all victorious,

Come, and reign over us,

Ancient of Days.

Verse 2:
Come, Thou incarnate Word,
Gird on Thy mighty sword,
Our prayer attend:
Come, and Thy people bless,
And give Thy word success;
Spirit of holiness,
On us descend.

Chorus:
All glory be to the Father,
All glory be to the Son,
All glory be to the Spirit,
The blessed three in One.

Verse 3:
Come, holy Comforter,
Thy sacred witness bear
In this glad hour:
Thou who Almighty art,
Now rule in every heart,
And ne’er from us depart,
Spirit of power.

Verse 4:
To Thee, great One in Three,
Eternal praises be
Hence evermore.
Thy sov’reign majesty
May we in glory see,
And to eternity
Love and adore.
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And Can It Be
Verse 1:
And can it be that I should gain
An interest in the Savior's blood?
Died He for me, who caused His pain?
For me, who Him to death pursued?
Amazing love, how can it be

That Thou, my God shouldst die for me?

Chorus:
Amazing love, how can it be
That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me

Verse 2:
He left His Father's throne above
So free, so infinite His grace
Emptied Himself in matchless love
And bled for Adam's helpless race
Tis mercy all immense and free
For, O my God, it found out me

Verse 3:
Long my imprisoned spirit lay
Fast bound in sin and nature's night
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray
I woke - the dungeon flamed with light
My chains fell off, my heart was free
I rose, went forth, and followed thee

Verse 4:
No condemnation now I dread
Jesus, and all in Him, is mine
Alive in Him, my living Head
And clothed in righteousness divine
Bold I approach the eternal throne
And claim the crown, through Christ my own
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New City Catechism
43: What Are the Sacraments or Ordinances?
Full Answer
The sacraments or ordinances given by God and instituted by Christ, namely baptism and the
Lord’s Supper, are visible signs and seals that we are bound together as a community of faith by
his death and resurrection. By our use of them the Holy Spirit more fully declares and seals the
promises of the gospel to us.

Children's Answer
Baptism and the Lord's Supper.

Scripture

ROMANS 6:4 and LUKE 22:19-20

We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised
from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.

And he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This
is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” And likewise the cup after
they had eaten, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.”

Commentary

CHARLES SIMEON

So say I of baptism and of the Lord’s Supper: “In their proper and appointed use they cannot be
too highly valued: but, if abused to purposes for which they were not given, and looked to as
containing in themselves, and conveying of themselves, salvation to man, they are desecrated.” .
.. Let us learn, then, from hence, how to use God’s ordinances—We should be thankful for
them: we should honour them: we should look to God in them, and expect from God through
them the communications of his grace and peace. They are to be reverenced, but not idolized; to
be used as means, but not rested in as an end. No one is to imagine himself the better, merely
because he has attended on any ordinances.



November 17, 2024

Christ Our Hope In Life And Death
Verse 1:
What is our hope in life and death?
Christ alone, Christ alone.
What is our only confidence?
That our souls to Him belong.

Who holds our days within His hand?
What comes, apart from His command?
And what will keep us to the end?

The love of Christ, in which we stand.

Chorus:
O sing hallelujah!
Our hope springs eternal;
O sing hallelujah!
Now and ever we confess
Christ our hope in life and death.

Verse 2:
What truth can calm the troubled soul?
God is good, God is good.
Where is His grace and goodness known?
In our great Redeemer’s blood.

Who holds our faith when fears arise?
Who stands above the stormy trial?
Who sends the waves that bring us nigh
Unto the shore, the rock of Christ?

Verse 3:
Unto the grave, what shall we sing?
“Christ, He lives; Christ, He lives!”
And what reward will heaven bring?
Everlasting life with Him.

There we will rise to meet the Lord,
Then sin and death will be destroyed,
And we will feast in endless joy,
When Christ is ours forevermore.
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Sermon: Hezekiah's Warning: The High Cost of Weak Faith
Isaiah 38-39 (ESV)

38:1 In those days Hezekiah became sick and was at the point of death. And Isaiah the prophet
the son of Amoz came to him, and said to him, "Thus says the LORD: Set your house in
order, for you shall die, you shall not recover."

2 Then Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and prayed to the LORD,

3 and said, "Please, O LORD, remember how I have walked before you in faithfulness and with
a whole heart, and have done what is good in your sight." And Hezekiah wept bitterly.

4 Then the word of the LORD came to Isaiah:

5 "Go and say to Hezekiah, Thus says the LORD, the God of David your father: I have heard
your prayer; [ have seen your tears. Behold, I will add fifteen years to your life.

6 I will deliver you and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria, and will defend this city.

7 "This shall be the sign to you from the LORD, that the LORD will do this thing that he has
promised:

8 Behold, I will make the shadow cast by the declining sun on the dial of Ahaz turn back ten
steps." So the sun turned back on the dial the ten steps by which it had declined.

9 A writing of Hezekiah king of Judah, after he had been sick and had recovered from his
sickness:

10 I said, In the middle of my days I must depart; I am consigned to the gates of Sheol for the
rest of my years.

11 I said, I shall not see the LORD, the LORD in the land of the living; I shall look on man no
more among the inhabitants of the world.

12 My dwelling is plucked up and removed from me like a shepherd's tent; like a weaver I have
rolled up my life; he cuts me off from the loom; from day to night you bring me to an end;

13 I calmed myself until morning; like a lion he breaks all my bones; from day to night you bring
me to an end.

14 Like a swallow or a crane I chirp; I moan like a dove. My eyes are weary with looking
upward. O Lord, I am oppressed; be my pledge of safety!

15 What shall I say? For he has spoken to me, and he himself has done it. I walk slowly all my
years because of the bitterness of my soul.

16 O Lord, by these things men live, and in all these is the life of my spirit. Oh restore me to
health and make me live!

17 Behold, it was for my welfare that I had great bitterness; but in love you have delivered my
life from the pit of destruction, for you have cast all my sins behind your back.

18 For Sheol does not thank you; death does not praise you; those who go down to the pit do not
hope for your faithfulness.

19 The living, the living, he thanks you, as I do this day; the father makes known to the children
your faithfulness.

20 The LORD will save me, and we will play my music on stringed instruments all the days of
our lives, at the house of the LORD.

21 Now Isaiah had said, "Let them take a cake of figs and apply it to the boil, that he may
recover."

22 Hezekiah also had said, "What is the sign that I shall go up to the house of the LORD?"
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39:1 At that time Merodach-baladan the son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent envoys with
letters and a present to Hezekiah, for he heard that he had been sick and had recovered.

2 And Hezekiah welcomed them gladly. And he showed them his treasure house, the silver, the
gold, the spices, the precious oil, his whole armory, all that was found in his storehouses.
There was nothing in his house or in all his realm that Hezekiah did not show them.

3 Then Isaiah the prophet came to King Hezekiah, and said to him, "What did these men say?
And from where did they come to you?" Hezekiah said, "They have come to me from a far
country, from Babylon."

4 He said, "What have they seen in your house?" Hezekiah answered, "They have seen all that is
in my house. There is nothing in my storehouses that I did not show them."

5 Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, "Hear the word of the LORD of hosts:

6 Behold, the days are coming, when all that is in your house, and that which your fathers have
stored up till this day, shall be carried to Babylon. Nothing shall be left, says the LORD.

7 And some of your own sons, who will come from you, whom you will father, shall be taken
away, and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon."

8 Then Hezekiah said to Isaiah, "The word of the LORD that you have spoken is good." For he
thought, "There will be peace and security in my days."
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A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

Verse 1:

A mighty fortress is our God

A bulwark never failing

Our Helper, He amid the flood

Of mortal ills prevailing

For still our ancient foe

Doth seek to work us woe

His craft and power are great

And armed with cruel hate

On earth is not His equal

Verse 2:
Did we in our own strength confide
Our striving would be losing
Were not the right Man on our side
The Man of God’s own choosing
Dost ask who that may be
Christ Jesus, it is He
Lord Sabaoth His name
From age to age the same
And He must win the battle

Verse 3:
And though this world with devils filled
Should threaten to undo us
We will not fear for God hath willed
His truth to triumph through us
The prince of darkness grim
We tremble not for him
His rage we can endure
For lo, his doom is sure
One little word shall fell him

Verse 4:
That word above all earthly powers
No thanks to them abideth
The Spirit and the gifts are ours
Through Him who with us sideth
Let goods and kindred go
This mortal life also
The body they may kill
God’s truth abideth still
His kingdom is forever
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Benediction
Revelation 21:5-7 (ESV)

5 And he who was seated on the throne said, "Behold, I am making all things new." Also he said,
"Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true."

6 And he said to me, "It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To
the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment.

7 The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son.



